Pink city expressway
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litempo vola- asthe Wtalians say (or'Time Flies for those who prefer English).

onatree h

archohm works

The Pink City Expressway entails the upgradation of NH-8 - one of the most frequented National
Highways i India - between Manesar and Jaipur. The project will make road travel between New
Delhi and Jaipur into a breeze - by allowing users to drive non-stop along a world class 6 lane

either the Phantom or Tarzan, buta A , which had
air conditioning, a plasma TV, and the works; and located in sylvan surroundings just
outside Jaipur. Very organically designad seemed lie the kind of project that was

As s typical for a BOT road project, the 3ol plazas - at

‘which

Daulatpura - which is the principal one, situated almost midway between New

issue that - is the ever increasing Ieglslsmn on building permissions etc in some way
Definitely upon.

This month | conducted a heritage walk for a couple of American architects, that took
them from the 11th century to the 21stin a matter of a few hours...through a carefully
planned journey all within Delhil

We began atthe crack nf dawn atthe Qutub Minar, which has been an iconic symbol of
Delhi for over 800 years now. We then saw the unfinished Alai Minar, begun by the
megalomaniac A\Auddln Khilj- who saw himself as a latter day Alexander - and the
remnants of q

After iron pillar - back almost 1500 years- and stands free of
any rust- as silent testimony to the skill of me metalworkers of the Gupta period; we

Delhi and Jaipur. There are 2 26 lane plazas - Manoharpur and Shahjahanpur, while the
Daulatpura plaza caters to
atotal of 12 lanes.

Archohm's concept for the
Shahjahanpur plaza was
bom atthe first Archoforum
~ a design workshop held
at Delhiin August 2008. As
Iwas nota part of Archohm
then, | missed being
involved in that exercise

down the existing highway
till Neemrana (therefore
involving a full 5 course
mealtf

Using the Jantar Mantar —
mediaeval observatories
that survive to this day at
both Jaipur as well as Delhi
- the plaza is defined by an
incomplete elliptical

the Chor M i Hsuthss.'“ head:

akin to a

wall with

rin
e considering thieving as a career option!

Tomb, pinto Lutyen's
uilding ideals of Lutyens and Baker. Supposed to have been a
fier all it was an Empire - no less; today the names have

We rounded up the trip with a walk around
Ihe Lam Institutional Area where we saw
m recent architectural
maslerplacs - the Alliance Francaise de
Delhi. Itis of course impossible to do justice
to the whole tour here- but those who want
more suggestions on what to see in Delhi
arefreetocontactme- I'd be gladto assist.

The project of the month, whose image you
see on the other side of this newsletter — is

Toll This month
we are also featuring an article by Atisi - the de facto editor of this newsletter since its
inception in July 2008 - on Barcelona's Casa Mila, one more of the wonderful projects

topofthewall.

Not only does this define
the plaza area, it also #=
announces its presence to |

the approaching traffic.
and also presents an
opportunity to incorporate

The toll operations building

but are connected through
shaded courtyards, so placed that for each - one of the outer walls follows the elliptical arc. The
control block lies in the centre, flanked by the office and toll collector block on the left; and the
service and maintenance block on the right.

Itisafast track project like all of andit it Archoh
great satisfaction in both designing and detailing the project. Very soon, as one speeds along the

world class expressway coming up between Delhi and Jaipur, you will get an opportunity to

thatwe sawon Archotour2, another, andey,

constitutes a ‘Design Problem’!

- Kunal Savarkar

FEEDBACK: Please address all feedback to Atisi at

yourself!

'is design a barter or a top up?’

Rachna ittal, Quist and dedicated worker - uniike the perception of most

winher abilty to design in A Supermom who balances work and a one year
olddaughter at home!

A decade ago, a dream named Archohm was bo with a vision to match its ambition and it started
its romance with designs. Since then, with successful completion of small and big projects in India

i
e S
and abroad, the romance has bloomed into an ever-lasting marriage of appealing form
with desired function. It has come a long way from being a dream to designing
dreams for others.

| it i
stage, and remember the day when Sourabh had shared with me the
name, Archohm, he had thought of for his venture. From then to now, in
the last decade, India has seen people come up with business plans
driven on factors such as the boom stage of the economy, availability of
funding, timing the market, access to the right technology etc. But the
vision of Archohm was unmindful of such exteral dependencies

y of Archohm right f

e biggest achievement of Archohm.

ould work to break the myth that aesthetically appealing architectural
solutions are a monopoly of the affluent. By introducing beautiful yet affordable
designs for the common people, Archohm could introduce the beauty of design as a

Schiumberger Research Centre, Cambridge, England.

1D,

Nishant Pandey. plan: His
eventful life synergises with Archohm's intensely active professional journey. A
maverick with words, he has been able to articulate Archohm thoughts even better,
taking them to the next level with this increased clarity. Nishant stays a neutral

guesthoughts

in focus

Casa Mila, commonly known as La Pedrera (Catalan for ‘the Quarry is the largest civil building
designed by Antoni Gaud. The apartment block was consiructed between 1906 and 1910. It was
builtfor
devoted himself o the construction o the Sagrada Familia-

hich incidentally is still a ‘work in

NEWS

3 diots- office outing

Surprise! Surprise! The whole bunch of Archohm
staffers landed up at PVR Saket - some out on
site visits,

progress'! itis more or

forms that he has since become famous for.

Casa Mila was practically the last building that
we saw in Barcelona on the ten day long
Archotour2 traversing Spain and Portugal; and it
was a rather pleasant surprise atter all the

been secing beforo that. The bulding, to me,
emanated an old world charm and represented
what seemed almost akin to a ‘castle’, which |
have primarily associated with Spain, ever since
Iwasakid.

The wavy fagade, with its large pores,
reminds one also of an undulating
beach of fine sand, formed by a
receding dune. It breaks with
traditional architecture by
using 10t a single staight
line. The building

oang wale: bl
rests on pillars and
arches. Together

with the use of
steel this allowed
the architect to
create completely
irregular floor

plans. Even the height of the pillars and ceilings differ from one to
another. In order to allow light in all the rooms, the apartments are
armanged around two central courtyards, one circular and the other

Today, the top floor, attic and the roof are the areas which are open to the paying public
who queue up for hours to get a glimpse of the wonders tha lie within. Just ike the ovside, the
. The attractive ot of character, with a mixture of

expressionistand Noveau art styles.

There is a permanent exhibit which displays Gaudi's concept, and scale models that explain his

The roof is probably the most extraordinary part of the building. Once you reach there after
accessing i through a winding spral staircase, you sumble upon a quits extraordinary panorama
!t features a number of surealistic

pture, art

the E

Walking through those structures and climbing down the stairs of the building transported me into

an almost unreal world. The building communicates to you the feel of an era that is gone past,

almost propeling you 10 transoend the boundaris of time and space. Of course the buiing
fellow

Atisi Amit - Interior designer, member of Archotour 2, editor of this newsletter-
1 assume readers address all complaints regarding Archohmeter to her (and
the bouque(s to Sourabh and myself). Hard working and \alonted, but like
most in her generation - needs some ‘assistance’ in getting started off o

- task!

research expeditions...etc. Then it dawned on
one and all that they had been called with a
purpose- to see the latest Aamir Khan flick ‘3
Idiots. 10 minutes nto the film, we all thought that
Sourabh had written the screenplay- with
memorable lines like - “do you ever forget to eat’
andsoon!

Zolijns

An interior design and fumiture store with a
difference - Zolijns - was inaugurated at an
extremely underplayed opening on 1 January 2010 - at C19 Nizamuddin East. A must visit

i
¥ CTBfinally distributed
After a long gestation period, people have begun
receiving the CTB... all comments on the same
" are welcome - whether by email, snailmail or
telephone calls to 98101056xx.

Archohm is providing luncl
Tired of seeing people disappeal

tended lunch breaks, we have decided to organize a

the time. | say unfortunate because it means we! r lesser of the awesome tikkis and chhole

bhatoore of Agrawal sweets. :-(

Shoolinisitevisit

Atipto , upin Himachal Pradesh.

offce visit there saw coordination at ts best...Nabin, Girdhar o Sanjay

their own manner, all ending up finally at the picturesque site near Solan; where:
Y ;

joy in summer! Well our
- all travelling in
with beer

Office meeting

tohave the fourth

(in Grudgingly
because they wanted all Saturdays offl! A certain senior member of the staf had the narrowest of
escapes, almost being knocked off the terrace, when he opposed the proposal
tohave the extra Saturday off!

UPCOMING PROJECTS:
Sirt Mosque: Archohm is designing what promises to be the focal point of Sirt, one of Libya's most
picturesque ciies. A large mosque that will stand out as a symbol of architectural expertise and
construction ability. The aim is to weave in modern methods with traditional elements in seamless
fashion!

PMC: Amongsta thousand
& . :

it has started Project

under time,

costand quality of projects.

BIRTHDAYS THIS MONTH:

seventh

tenth

touth NEW JOINEES:
Bhoomika Smuha\ eighteenth SRS

Chandra Shekhar twenty eighth

Md. Golam Mosabbir Tawhid Amhmacmrsl trainee

designews

sourabh’s desk

‘is design a barter or a top up?' was my only question in an intense discussion with clients
grappling with the decision of

continuing with their concept
architects ‘'mvrdv' for a solution on
their bangalore housing project.
point of discussion was a trade off
between aesthetics and numbers.

dutch pavilion, murdy

designis no luxury. itneeds to evolve
as a logical result of an issue that
needs resolution. design needs to
understand all the parameters and
constraints and evolve into a solution
that best fits the bill and in today's
context even time.

problems need solutions. also, a
solution can only evolve if the
problemis identified in the first place.
such is the nature of architectural
design brief.

publishad by archohm consulls private Id for private circulation. al rights served.

one needs to have a brief, an
elaborate brief. a program
requirement that has an underlayer
of thought thatis beyond just building
a pretty building. this could be a
functional requirement, a part of a
larger vision, a product of an intense
research. these additional agendas
10 a design project takes the final
productto the next

Ll this is the fundamental difference
between a las vegas and closer
home a gurgaon where buildings
spring out as a mere product of a
client budget and an architect's
fancy. not building really to an
agenda beyond achieving 1
reqired far(floor area 1z

buildi by

pretty picture as a building fagade.
beauty is skin deep and ages, hence
the product needs to be much more
enriched. a fagade is almost a
byproduct of great spaces and
cannot the end to a building design
exercise. architectural design is an
answer to questions of concepts and
functionality, a response to climate
and context and a play of space and
light

S0, in today's times, as i see the ‘a
lost opportunity’ with every new
etro station springing up, the
designs have come about without
addressing the problems. and
hence, designs have become the

problem.

www.archohm.com
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