Mukerba Chowk; New Delhi.



The beginning of a jal yearin Ind ides with a day popularly
“All Fools Day’or ‘April Fool Day', a fact that lends itself to some good natured teasing
in Indian corporate circles!

In this issue, we are focusing on a subject close to our hearts- that of electricity and

fighting- terally the quest of civiization through the ages. .As the third verse of the

“ book of Genesis states — imd God said, let there be light. .In various ways this
1), Volta,

P Eoison, and countiess penkead visonaris who'oled avay 0 Understand the setrets of

At ﬂehaung for a fortnight on what to focus on in my
(usually) unfocussed page, | thought it a great idea to talk
about architectural fighting. A highly specialized field,
especially abroad; it is now increasingly accepted as a
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By the very nature of her task, a specialist in architectural
lighting design is expected to have a good understanding
the properties of light from
a scientific standpoint and of the functioning of a light
fitting. As Wikipedia states- Architectural lighting design
focuses on three fundamental aspects of the illumination
Srbildinga s spaces, The st 16 aesieis appeal of
building, an aspect particularly important in the
llunination of relal enviroaments. ‘Secondy, tho |
ergonomic aspect: the measure of how much of a

issue to ensure that light is not wasted by over-
r-3 illumination, either by _illuminating vacant spaces

by providing more light for
the aestheics or the task.

Mukerba Chowk is currently the largest clover leaf junction in New Delhi. The project came across
25 complexexeroise o straliying and sieamiinin ihe vehiula and he pedestrian mavement

eer of PWD was in a fx. The Chief Minister of Delni had put a condition while

should be doneas the ‘Delhi Gurgaunseclmn Of NH-8'

in power takes a decisi bove. Awelllit street [ driving at night and

aly tim

At Delhi Gurgaon, this principle drove us
o select 20m high street ngm poles with
1000 W luminaries; possibly for the first
ime in India, Tho 28 km hlghway was
divided into 3 distinct segments. The first
segment from Ram Marg to the
International airport was viewed as a VIP
route which prompted usto give formalilt
tothe 12m poles in opposite configuration
to welcome guests entering the capital.
This also helped in keeping the attention of
a commuter on the road and gave the
obligatory backthrow to the service
roads.The next segment from the Borde
Plaza to Rajeev Chowk is lined with

all scheme. An entry to the
he project wih special reatment i torms of s olours and textures. Functlonaly. the ocation of
the project brought in a bus terminus, a four way vehicular interchange, four pedestrian cross
overs and complete network of cycle tracks-all integrated into a coherent design solution. Two

highrise buildings with well iluminated ambience. 20m high poles were spaced at 65m span with
1000 the highway
thi ti njoy the

surrounds whilo driving: The third secncn from Rajiv Chowk onwards is lined with small industries.

and fi

level signal fourlevel hi

the muo w mmmaure o provide suffcient llamination but Imited ambient luminance

Interchange faclty has been crsted as a st o s kind juncton.The graphially etaled pier
shaes, varid extures and Vg and

Exclusive site of theartsiree ghi shaped ke giraf heads havs become 2 inaturefor the
project. A clear point of reference, this loud piece of street fumniture designed by us successfully
givesa character its own.

like ramps, a lft, a
NH-1 this ideal
mads, four 2-lane cloverleaves and separate networks for

we have designed this intersection with all possible pedestrian facil
intersecion also has four lane sl

Our next hlghway \lghllng project was the 10 km stretch of the Panipat

section of N selected 12m high poles in ' opposite configuration'

wih 400 W umirarics and succossfll ueed the back row ofghtfom

Ihe 400 W luminaries to illuminate the 'service roads' at grade. the poles
in

The Mukerba Chowk, one of our flagship projects featured this month, is

anintrestig ross of aulr fngfoad of Dalhi it ayover under ich
NH-1 with cloverleaf arrangement. re successful in

deslgmng e sireotlighiing using 12 8.om s wihout any high ma

Our TCPL p

co-ordination team of engineers of the public works department for the project constituted a very

interesting and capable team.  really leant to work on a different kind of a project and enjoyed the
g and hope to get

the same.

of Delhi, Smt. Sheila Dixit

hould stand out and assess what i of emolons the
pc mpass the need
oh mcsl\y bul alsu by day) e impactof daylghton

Seen abuve are some examples of the world's aret
There
Thomas Alva Ed\sun es(abhshed the Edison Elec\nc ngm Company

in 1878, the Thomson-| ompany
in 1892 creati

Cjust enough space now to share some i wih yoU-

—Kunal Savarkar

Girdhar Rautella — Ever dependable, Girdhar is an old hand at Amhchm He

calm demeanour coupled with an ability to work methodically at a good pac
moans that he i n constant demand within the frmi Efsewhere you wilina
some news on the personal front as well for him.

ole don
to wriggle
on the clover leaf
it he Shape of the

12m
the central verge to give an optical guidance to the ca
outof the cluster of roads at the junction. Tt
and slip roads were given an infere el wi
concrete supports. It has BEtercing solion which ntegrated
lighting and aest rselves as a combination of architectural
and electica iyjstying the il ‘archohr |

N SP Gupta: Inthe last 10 years S P Gupta has brought to Archohm a quality that
drives us all Ever he left th
editor of this newsletter far behind while driving back fo Dehi flom Mandawal In

guesthoughts
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Lights, whether for streets or for your table, work as sc

We were enigtened by 2 lghing excursion planned by Philps a courle of years
Enckc ot only was 6 iy very educsting the group of people, their
mpany, was a learning in itself. Started the mp wnh the lighting centre in

" Ceioen, Tho
of testing and experimentation is coordinated and executed. They had a
complete range of funciional pavilions with their opllmum lighting
solutions to expre ling well. From

‘should r,nanga as the day moves, o slore
where various

independent uealmenl he collection of lights, problems and their
solutions was comprehensive and convincing. The depth and width
of the Phillips expertise was demonstrated by the fact that they had
anentire hgh(mg museum dedicated nextto their facilty.

OLAC, the hil yon,
France It was a rcat 10 596 now various outdoor 2ppications were

Archoforum4
The fourth edition of
Archoforum- Archohm's
initiaive to create a cross-
cultural, multi-national
design forum- was held in
March at Athens. The
fegulars (Sourabh, Nela,
Chris and Kunal) were
joined by Gata da Haas (an
archiect and PhD sudent
from n)
Aexandra Statow. The
projects taken up were me
CERITA institutes(n:
under construction) 2 e SPA design competition at New Delhi. As an interesting aside, the 3

Sourabh and Kunal made a quick trip to Udine in
North Eastern ltaly — in a quest to understand how
the Italians seem to design, produce and deliver the
best quality of funiture at all price bands. The trip
also included a visit to Venice where both Sourabh
and Kunal took a boat to the airport! Definitely a visit
that was worth it. Both are visiting the Milan
Furniture Fair as guests of the Government of Udine
inApri

BIRTHDAYS THIS MONTH:
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‘from the mundane to the bizarre, the strictly functional to the
wildly ostentatious, a panoply of objects has been created in
response to the desire for artificial illumination."

the ‘ohm’s law’ of archohm and the ‘architectural interpretations
of the same, bring us closer to understanding and designing

lights than most design offces.

_ to me,

Devender Singh Rawat  Sixth
Lighting excursions: Supriya Agarwal Twenty First
RZB lighting: Sourabh and SP Gupta went and visited
the factory in Germany. The company's prime focus s NEW JOINEES:
on domestic lighting. They have a large range of

Trainee

solutions, capturing a majority share in the German
ket

market.
Regent lighting:Sourabh and S P Gupta visited the
tory, which specializes in producing lights for both
[ate as well as the institutional sectors. Mr.

bs( International Commercial Director,

gpized a fantastic trip to the

g for their Indian guests.
ised by Intercraftin

Heurzog and de M8
Both these lighting tips &
India.

tested,
simulations. Lighting same spaces with multiple solutions and
optimising and demonstrating design philosophies added a new
dimension m oursensibilities.

xcursion packed into a tight schedule was fan\asnc

Sushant
February 2009 to proud parents Prema
and Girdhar - both Archohm employees,
an event that was celebrated by all of
Archohm at a bash organised at their
7" of March 2009.

ly city ol

UPCOMING PROJECTS:

We have been asked to design a complete cinema
plex, at Ranchi in our own architectural project, JD
High Street, by Fun Cinemas. The concept revolves
around whites and stainless steel to give an * Alice in
Wonderland like, surreal feel to the complex.

Toll Plaza at Indore: This Is an extenslon of our
Leighton oriented projects. Courtesy the generic
design, Girdhar is single namemy namnng the
projectwith Sourabh.

URBAN LEGEND?

Babu Sassi, a fearless young man from Southern India

is the cult hero of Dubal's army of construction

workers. Known as the "Indian on the top of the world",

Babu is the crane operator at the world's tallest

building the 819m Burj Dubai. His office, the cramped
top of the Burj,

apparently it takes 100 long to come down to the

ground each day to make it worthwhile,

Some say he has been up there or more than a year

Sourabh Gupta- World Traveller, a designer
is out to change the world, and a friend you can rely on... ot Souraoh Gupta,
relentless in his quest for purity in design (and ruthless in extracting quality from
those who work with him)...

C
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a month compared with iy avevage wage o o0
dirhams a month. All agree he's worthit.
(From anamc\ehy Louise Amistead)
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lighting, though technology driven, has
managed to still represent and align itself
with the design schools ofits imes in other
fields. lighting has been a passion for most
designers.

modemists like rietveld and frank lloyd
wright also made statements with their
interpretations n this field.

designers like tom dixon, arne jacobson
and phillipe starck have also given the
world of lights a fresh dimension.

from basic lamps to brilliant LEDS, lighting
evolution is an incredibly interesting and
intelligent field. from green buildings to
altematetechnologies, this industry is

no one
comes  closer to
beingthe godfather
of contemporary
lighting than achille

profession,
strongly influenced
the flos lighting
any. his
products are as
contemporary, as
bold, clean and
fresh today as they
were almost fifty
years back. his
mad and magical

desk

lighting products are a treat. some of his timeless
products can be seen in every designer home and office of today. every magazine, every
advertisement, no matter what product is being sold and highlighted, one can find one of his

thr for streets or for your table, work as sculptures in the,
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